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Greeting from Ritsumeikan fa"y"apnifi,&prrv*ritirg to inform you of the release ofapplication
guidelines for two of our scholarsHp-#aseh e-nrottment procedures for September 2013 enrollment:

the 2013 Monbukagakusho Scholarship for Overseas International Degree-seeking Students and

International Research Students and the Special Encouragement Scholarship Admission for

International Students (7OO% T\rition Reduction).

Ritsumeikan lJniversity has started its recruiting process for overseas scholars seeking to study

at our university with the assistance of scholarships financed by the Japanese Ministry of

Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (1\4onbukagakusho). These scholarships will be

made available to students whose applications are approved by Monbukagakusho, based on

recommendations from Ritsumeikan University. We here at Ritsumeikan University would be

pleased to recommend students from your university who wish to take advantage of this
opportunity to undertake postgraduate studies inJapan.

In addition, Ritsumeikan University has newly established the Special Encouragement

Scholarship Admission for International Students (100% T\rition Reduction), which is awarded

directly by the university. We would be honored to receive applications from your outstanding
students for this new scholarship opportunity, as well.

Information about this year's scholarship application processes, along with application
procedures and downloadable forms are available on our English website. Please direct your

university's students to the following page:

http ://www ritsumei. ac.j pleng/htm1/admissions/financiaLhtml/

I would greatly appreciate it if you would inform your university's students about this
scholarship opportunity. Ifyou have any questions please feel free to contact us at the address below.

Thank you again for your continued cooperation and partnership.

Sincereiy,

Professor Naoki ISHIHARA
Executive Director, Division of International Affairs
Ritsumeikan University

(Contact Office)
International Center at Biwako-Kusatsu Campus, Ritsumeikan University

1-1-1 Nojihigashi, Kusatsu, Shiga 525-8577 JAPAN
TeL +81-77-561-3946 Fax. +81-77-561-3956 Email: cger-bkc@st.ritsumei.ac.jp

PROF. AHMAD SHUKRI MUSTAPA KAMAL

Timbalan Naib Canselor
(Hal Ehwal Akademik & Antarabangsa)
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2013 Special Encouragement Scholarship Admission for International
Student Application Guidelin es (English-b as ed Pro grams)

In order to extend enrollment possibilities to outstanding graduate-level international students from economicaliy
disadvantagedbackgrounds, Ritsumeikan University's Graduate Schools have established a special application
procedure to adrnit students with 100% Tuition Reduction, effective in September 2013. This scholarship awards a
100% reduction to tuition for the standard duration for the appropriate program (2 years for IMastet's, 3 years for
Doctoral, or 5 years for Integrated Doctoral), based on Ritsumeit an University's'"jot3 Rit ,r-"ikan University
Special Encouragement Scholarship (Tuition Reduction Scheme) forPrivately Financed lntemational Students
(Graduate Students Category I)."

This program will be open to applicants to English-based degree programs as described below:

I. RecruitinE Graduate Schools. Maiors/Courses. Prog.ram Levels. Recruitins Numbers
(Graduate School of Economics, Graduate School of International Relations, Graduate School of policy
Science, Graduate School D

Economics Economics N4aster's 50 Few

International Relations Intenrational Relations
Il4aster's 60 Few
Doctoral 10 Few

Policy Science Policy Science
Master's 40 Few
Doctoral 15 Few

Iechnology Management Technolory Management f)octoral 5 Few
xEnrollment Limit includes all application methods.
*Actual number recruited may be lower, based on number of apptications and entrance exami1a1l61 .orr1r.

(Graduate School of Science and Engineering, Graduate School of Information Science and Engineering,
Graduate School of Life Sciences)uate Sciences
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Science and
Engineering

Advanced
Mathematics
andPhvsics

Mathematics;
Physics;

Intemational
Program for
Science and

Engineering

Doctoral 6

Few

Advanced
Electrical,

Electonic and

Computer
Systems

Electical, Electonic and
Computer Systems;

Master's 180

Doctoral 8

Advanced
Mechanical
Engineering
and Robotics

Mechanical Engineering;
Robotics;
Micro Systems Tbchnology;

\4aster's 140

Doctoral 11

Advanced
Architechral,

Environmental,
and Civil

Engineedng

Civil and Disaster Mitigation
Engineering for Historic
Cities;
Environmental Systems and
Civil Engineering;
Architecture ard Urban
Desisn:

\4aster's 80

Doctoral t5

Information
Science and
Engineering

Advanced
Information
Science and
Engineering

Computer Science;
Human Information Science ;

International
Program for
Information
Science and

N4[aster's 200
Few

F.nsineerins Doctoral l5

Life Sciences
Advanced Life

Sciences

Applied Chemisty;
Biotechnology;
Bioinfomratics;
Biomedical Sciences;

lnternational
Program for
Life Sciences

Master's 150
Few

Doctoral 15



*Enrollrnent Limit includes all application methods.
xActual number rccruited maybe lower, based on number of applications and entance examination results.

*The total nunber of studants admitted under this application procedure (including the Special Encouragement

Scholarship Admission for Intemational Students, English Based and Special Encouragemeut Scholarship

Admission for Intemational Students, Japanese Based) to ali graduate schools, combined, for 2013 will be 20

students at the Mastet'd Integrated Doctoral (5-year) kvel and 10 students at the Doctoral (3-year) level.

II. ElieibilitvReouirements
appUc"nts for Master's programs must be nationals of a country other than Japan, newly arrive from
overseas for tle purpose of studg obtain a rr$udent" residence status in Japan prior to beginning studies,

and meet at least of one of the following four condidons:
(1) Persons who have completed a 16-year education prcgftlm outside of Japan or who are expected to complete such a

programbefore being enrolled in the graduate school

(2) Persons who have graduated from a Japanese university
(3) Persons who have completed a 1S-year education program in a couniry outside Japan where the bachelols degree

program is a three-year degree, or who are expected to complete such a program before being enrolled; who have

demonstated exceptional academic achievement as demonstrated by course grades; and who have received

individual permission to apply by Ritsumeikan's graduate schools prior to the application period (*i)
(4) Persons who have been recognized as baving an academic ability equal to or higher than university graduates by

Ritsumeikan University's graduate schools as a result of an individual preliminary screening and who have reached

22years of age or who will reach 22 years of age before being enrolled in the graduate school (*2)

*1 dpplicants who believe they meet criteria (3), above, must contact the Intemational Center at BKC no later than the

day before the application period begins in order to undergo an individual review to determine whether they meet

the designated academic achievement sta:rdard-
*2 Applicants who believe they meet criteria (4), above. must contact the Intemational Center at BKC no later than the

day before the application period begins in order to undergo an individual review to determine whether their
academic ability is equal to or higher than a university graduate.

In addition to the requirements above, applicants must have sufficient English language ability to
understand course materials at tleir desired graduate school.

Applicants for Doctoral programs must be nationals of a country other than Japan, newly arrive from
overseas for the purpose of study obtain a "Student" residence status in Japan prior to beginning studies,

and meet at least of one of the following four conditions:
(i) Persons who have been awarded a master's degree or professional degree as defined by Japanese law, or equivalent

degree.
(2) Persons who have been awarded a degree equivalent to a master's degree or professional degree, as defined by

Japanese law, abroad or who are expected to be awarded such a degree before being enrolled in the graduate school
(3) Persors who have been engaged in research activities at a university or research institute for at least two years after

graduating from a university or its equivalent and who have been recognized by Ritsumeikan University's graduate
schools as having an academic ability equal to holders of a master's degree as defined by Japanese Law. (the 1989
Notification of the Ministry of Educatioq Science, Sports and Cultue No. 1 1 8)*

(4) Penons who have been reco8nized by Ritsumeikan University's graduate schools as having an academic ability
equal to or higher than holders of a rnaster's degree or professional degree, as defined by Japanese law, as a result
of individual preliminary screening and who have reached 24 years of age*

* Applicants who believe they meet criteria (3), above, must contact the Intemational Center at BKC no later than the
day before the application period begins in order to undergo an individual review to detennine whether their
academic ability is equal to a masterrs degree holder.* Applicants who believe they meet criteria (4), above, must conhct the Intemational Center at BKC no later than the
day before the application period begins in order to undergo an individual review to determine whether their
academic ability is equal to a master's degree orprofessional degree holder.

I-n addition to the requirements above, applicants must have sufficient English language ability to
understand course materials at tleir desired graduate school.

I If you have any concems about foreip education equivalence, your particular degree, or calculation of years of
schooling in the descriptions above please contact the krtemational Center at BKC no later than the day before the
application period opens.



Ritsumeikan University Intemational Center at BKC
1- i - 1 Noji-Higashi, Kusatsu, Shiga, J ryan 525-8577
Phone: +81 (0)77-561-3946 Fax:+81 (q11 -561-3956

I A11 applicants currently in school, who have not completed their degrees or studies, must meet the qualifications
above by Septernber 25, 2013 or they will not be granted admission to Ritsumeikan Univenity.

III. Screeninq Method
Applicants will be screened based on submitted application documents- However, foreign language tests, written
exams and interviews may also be conducted if determined to be necessary by the desired graduate school.

fV. ABplicationProcedureq
1. ApplicationFee

JPY5,OOO

2 . Documents to be submitted
Please pay the application fee and submit the following application documents as a single package

(1) Ritsumeikan University Application Form (University-desipated Form A)
(2) Field of Study and StudyProgram (University-designated form)
(3) Copy of documentation showing objective proof of linguistic ability (e.g. TOEFL@, TOEIC@)

*Not required for applicants whose native, primary language is English or for students who graduated

from an undergraduate or graduaie degree prograrn in a county where the native, primary language is
English.
*Score reports must have been issued no more than Zyearc before the application deadline.

(4) Cerfficate of grades from most recent academic institution attended (Undergraduate or Graduate degree

program)
(5) Certificate of graduation or expected graduation from most recent academic instih.rtion attended

(Undergraduate or Graduate degree program)
(6) Copy of photo and all information pages from applicant's passport (applioants in possession of a

pasqport at the time of application)
(7) Copy ofproofoftransfer ofthe application fee (JPY 5,000)

(8) PDF copy of AHffiYm-fi[=€+?EffifffiF* (graauates of univenities in China, only) orPDF copy

of &H$l3?ff,&ffiffi=="[+fE= (students currently enrolled in university in China, only)
(9) Request and justification for financial supporl

3 . knportant Information Regarding Application.

(1) Atl submitted documents should be printed in English on A4-sized paper by word-processing software.

Documents submitted in any other language must have Japanese or English tanslations attached

(2) On all documents, you must enter your rurme and birth date exactly as it appears on your passporl
(3) All application documents must be submitted together by express mail to the address listed below and

arrive before the applicationperiod ends.

(4) Submitted documents cannotbe returned for any reason, even if it is determined after the application

that the applicant does not meet the scholarship application eligibility criteria.

(5) If it is determined that your application documents contain any deliberate falsifications or forgeries, your

application will not pass the examination

4 . Application Period: Monday, Novemher 5, 2012 - Monday, Decemb et 3,2012.

All application documents must arrive by international express mail dwing the application period

5 . ApplicationMailingAddress:
Ritsumeikan University International Center at BKC
1- 1-1 Noji-Higashi, Kusatsu, Shiga, lapan' 525'8577

Phone: +81 (0)77-561'-3946 Fax: +81 (0)77-561-39s6

V Notifrcation of results
Friday, February 8,2013

* Notice of Acceptance will be sent to successfirl applicants to the_address listed on their application forms'

* unsuccessful applicants who are placed on ihe waiting list will be notified of their wait list status' In the event



that waitlisted candidates are later accepted for admission, they will be notified of their acceptance separately, by
the date writtren on their wait list notification.

* Candidates tlat are successful under this application procedure wilt be gmnted a 111%oreduction to their tuition
for the standard length of their degree program (2 years for Maste/s level, 3 years for Doctoral level)

VI. AdmissionsProcedures
Successful applicants will have to pay the enrolhnent fee of JPY 300,000 during the enrollment procedures
period.
(Fur*rer detailed instuctions will beprovided along withthe notification of acceptance.)

luccessful applicants under the Special Encouragement Scholarship Admission fo. lot"*utio*l Students for
English-based progams and for Japanese-based programs (20 in thi Master's and Integrated (5-year) Doctoral
Programs and 10 in the Doctoral (3-year) Program) witl be awarded a 100%o reduction to hrition for the standard
duration of their programs (2 years for Mastet's, 3 years for Doctoral, or 5 yeare for Integrated Doctoral).



2013 University-Recommended Monb uka g akusho S ch olar ship
Application Guidelines for Overseas International Degree-seeking Students

(September 2013 Enrollment)

The follow-ing outlines Ritsumeikan University's recruiting and application procedures for 2013
University-Recornnended Monbukagakusho Intemational Student Scholarships.

I. Recruiti4s Graduate Schools. Maiors/Courses. Proqram Levels. Recruitips Numbers
(Graduate School of Economics, Graduate School of International Relations, Graduate School of

* Enrollment Limit includes all application methods.

* Actual number recruited may be lower, based on number of applications and entance examination results.

(Graduate School of Science and Engineering, Graduate School of Information Science and

* Enrollment Limit includes all application methods'

* Actual number recruited may be lower, based on number of applications and entance examination results'

Science" Graduate School of Letters. Graduate School of n

Economics Economics
Master's 50 Few
Doctoral 5 Few

International Relafi ons lntemational Relations
Master's 60 Few
Doctoral 10 Few

Policy Science Policy Science
Master's 40 Few
Doctoral 15 Few

Letters General Humanities
Master's l0s Few

Doctoral 35 Few

Technology Management Tenhnnlnmr l\{qnq opmcni Master's 70 Few
Doctoral 5 Few

Graduate School of Life Sciences

Science and
Engineering

Advanced
Mathematics
and Phvsics

Mathematics;
Physics;

International
Program for
Scienee and
Engineering

Doctoral 6

Few

Advanced
Electrical,

Electronic and
Computer
Systems

Electrical, Electronic and
Computer Systems;

Master's 180

Doctoral 8

Advanced
Mechanical
Engineering
and Robotics

Mechanical Engineering;
Robotics;
Micro Systems Technology;

Master's 140

Doctoral 11

Advanced
Architectural,

Environmental,
and Civil

Engineering

Civil and Disaster
Mitigation Engineering for
Historic Cities;
Environmental Systems and

Civil Engineering;
Architecture and Urban
Desim:

Master's 80

Doctoral 15

Infonnation
Science and
Engineering

Advanced
Inforrrration
Science and
Engineering

Computer Science;
Human Information Science;

International
Program for
Inforrnation
Science and
Ensineerins

Master's 200
Few

Doctoral 15

Life
Sciences

Advanced Life
Sciences

Applied Chemistry;
Biotechnology;
Bioinformatics;
Biomedical Sciences;

International
Program for

Life
Sciences

Ivlaster's 150
Few

Doctoral 15



II. ElieibilitvRequirements
Applicants for Master's programs must be nationals of a country that has diplomatic relations
with Japan (Applicants who possess Japanese nationality at the time of application are not eligible)
and meet at least of one of the following conditions:

(l) Persons who have completed a l6-year education program outside of Japan or who are expected to complete

such a program before being enrolled in the graduate school

(2) Persons who have graduated from a Japanese university
(3) Persons who have completed a 15-year education progmm in a country outside Japan where the bachelor's

degree program is a three-year degree, or who are expected to complete such a program before being enrolled;

who have demonstated exceptional academic achievement as demonstrated by course grades; and who have

received individual perrnission to apply by Ritsumeikan's graduate schools prior to the application period (* 1)

(4) Persons who have been recognized as having an academic ability equal to or higher than university graduates

by Ritsumeikan University's graduate schools as a result of an individual preliminary screening and who have

reached 22 yearc of age or who will reach 22 yearc of age before being enrolled in the graduate school (*2)

*1 Appticants who believe they meet criteria (3), above, must contact the Intemational Center at BKC no later

than the day before the application period begins in order to undergo an individual review to determine
whether they meet the designated academic achievement standard.

*2 Applicants who believe they meet criteria (4), above, must contact the International Center at BKC no later

than the day before the application period begins in order to undergo an individual review to determine

whether their academic ability is equal to or higher than a university graduate.

In addition to the requirements above, applicants must have the requisite language abilities to
understand terials at their desired sraduate schoolcourse matenals a

Graduate School Lansuage of Instruction
Economics Fno.lish

lntemational Relations Jaoanese or Enslish
Policv Science Jaoanese or Enslish

Letters Japanese

Science and Ensineerine Enslish
Information Science and Eneineerine Jaoanese or Enslish

Life Sciences Enolish
Tecbnology Management Japanese

Applicants for Doctoral programs must be nationals of a country that has diplomatic relations
with Japan (Applicants who possess Japanese nationality at the time of application are not eligible)
and meet at least of one of the following conditions:

(1) Persons who have been awarded a master's degree or professional degree as defined by Japanese law, or
equivalent degree.

(2) Persons who have been awarded a degree equivalent to a master's degree orprofessional degree, as definedby
Japanese law, abroad or who are expected to be awarded such a degree before being enrolled in the graduate
school

(3) Persons who have been engaged in research activities at a university orresearch institute for at least two years
after graduating from a university or its equivalent and who have been recognized by Ritsumeikan
University's graduate schools as having an academic ability equat to holders of a master's degree (the 1989
Notifrcation of the Minisory of Education, Science, Sports and culture No.118)*

(4) Persons who have been recognizel.by Ritsumeikan University's $aduate schools as having an academic
ability equal to or higher than holders of a master's degree or professional degree, as defined by Japanese law,
as a result of individual preliminary screening and who have reached 24 years of age*

* Applicants who believe they meet criteria (3), above, must contact the International Center at BKC no later
than the day before the application period begins in order to undergo an individual review to determine
whether their academic ability is equal to a mastet's degree holder.x Applicants who believe they meet criteria (4), above, must contact the International Center at BKC no later
than the day before the application period begins in order to undergo an individual review to determine
whether their academic ability is equal to a master's degree or professional degree holder-

In addition to the requirements above, applicants must have the requisite language abilities to
understand course materials at their desired praduate school-course ma tt sehool.

Graduate School Language of Instruction
Economics Jaoanese or Enslish

Inteno,ational Relations JapaJrese or Enslish
Policv Science JaDanese or Enelish



Letters Jaoanese

Science and Eneineerins Enslish
Information Science and Ensineerins Jaoanese or Enslish

Life Sciences Enelish
Technoloey Manaeement Jaoanese or Enslish

* If you have any concerns about foreign education equivalence, your particular degree, or calculation of
years of schooling in the descriptions above please contact the Intemational Center at BKC no later than
the day before the application period opens.

Ritsumeikan University International Center at BKC
1 - 1 - 1 Noj i-Higashi, Kusatsu, Shiga, J apan 525 -8 57 7
Phone: +81 (0)77-561-3946 Fax: +81 (0)77-561-3956

* All applicants currently in school, who have not completed their degrees or studies, must meet the
qualifications above by September 25,2013 or they will not be granted admission to Ritsumeikan
University.

III. Screenins Method
Applicants will be screened based on submitted application documents.
Foreigu language tests, written exams and interviews may also be conducted if detennined to be necessary
by the desired graduate school.

* This screening will determine admission to Ritsumeikan University's graduate schools only. If
applicants are successful in this initial screening, Ritsumeikan University will recommend them to
Monbukagakusho. Monbukagakusho will make the final detemrination as to whether or not to award the
applicant a scholarship, based on their own, separate screening.

IV. ApplicationProce{ures
1. Doeuments to be submitted. All application documents must be submitted together.

(1) Ritsumeikan University Application Fonn (University-designated Form A)
(2) Application for Japanese Govenrment (Monbukagakusho:MEXT) Scholarship

(Monbukagakusho-designated form)
(3) Application Questionnaire (University-designated form)
(4) Field of Study and Study Program (University-designated form)
(5) Letter of Recommendation by tle dean, or person of higher position, at the applicant's school or

institution (Must be addressed to the "President of Ritsumeikan University, Japan")
(6) Original certificate of grades from most recent academic institution attended (Undergraduate or

Graduate degree program)
(7) Orisinal certificate of graduation or expected graduation from most recent academic institution

attended (Undergraduate or Graduate degree program)
(8) Records from most recent university indicating superior academic achievement with clear indicator

of outstanding perforrnance (e.g. GPA, grades and criteria, or individual rank order)
(9) Summary of thesis written for most recent academic degree awarded

(10) Copy of photo and all information pages from applicant's passport (applicants in possession of a
passport at the time of application)

(lliCopy of documentation itrowing objective proof of linguistic ability (e.g. TOEFL@, TOEIC@,' '"Japanese 
as a Foreign Language" score &om the Examination for Japanese University Admission

for International Students (EflI), or Japanese Language Proficiency Test)

(12) Certificate of health (University-designated form, or form with identical contents)

(13) Tbree (3) passport-quality photographs, (4.5 cm tall x 3.5 cm wide, front-facing, photos taken

within 6 months of application and show-ing applicant from chest up - name and nationality pust be

entered on the reverse)

(14) pDF copy of Wfi*fi+Wftrgffi?il#.lffi#* (graduates of rrniversities in China, only) orPDF

copy of ffi6*li.+ffiftffiffiFfr#g= (students currenfly enrolled in university in China, only)

2. Lnportant lnforrration Regarding Application'
(li All submitted documints snoutA be printed in Engtish or Japanese on A4-sized paper by

word-processing software. Documents submitted in any other language must have Japanese or

English tanslations attached-

(2) On all documents, you must enter your name and birth date exaotly as it appears on your passport'



(3) All application documents must be submitted togetherby express mail to the address listed below

and arrive before the application period ends.

(4) Submitted documents cannot be rEturned for any reason, even if it is detennined after the

application that the applicant does not meet the scholarship application eligibility criteria.

(5) Documents such as thesis summaries should be concise summaries of your thesis contents

(6) If it is detennined that your application documents contain any deliberate falsifications or forgeries,

your application will not pass the examination

3. Application Period: Monday, November 5, 2012 -Monday, December 3, 2012.

All application documents must a:rive during the application period.
Documents postnarked by the cut-off date that arrive late will not be accepted.

Applications by email, fax, or walk-in will not be accepted.

4. Application MailingAddress: Please send documents by express post (EMS, FedEx, DHL, etc.) to:

Ritsumeikan Univenity International Center at BKC
1 - 1 - 1 Noj i-Higashi, Kusatsu, Shiga, J apan 525-857 7
Phone: +81 (0)77-561-3946 Fax: +81 (0)77-561,-3956

V. Notification of results
Friday, February 8,2013

* Applicants who pass Ritsumeikan University's screening will be sent a letter of acceptance to the address

on their application form. Ritsumeikan University will also recommend their applications to

Monbukagakusho at the same time.
* Passing Ritsumeikan University's screening does not guarantee that an applicant will be granted a

scholarship from Monbukagakusho.
* Waitlisted candidates from Ritsumeikan University's primary screening will be notified of their status as

well- If waiflisted candidates are later elevated to passing status, they will be informed separately, by the
date specified on the waitlist notification.

VI. Admissions Procedure!
(Successful applicants will be given detailed instructions once their results have been determined.)

VII. Monbukaqakusho Scholarshins for International Students Svstem
(1) This entrance examination will be conducted in accordance with the 2013 Monbukagakusho

Scholarship Application Guidelines for Universif-recommended Overseas Intemational Students, to
be released in approximately November 2012. Successful applicants will be recommended by
Ritsrmeikon University to Monbukagakusho for scholarship awards.

(2) For details on Monbukagakusho International Student Scholarships, please see the Monbukagakusho
homepage.



2AI3 University-Recommended Monbukagakusho Scholarship
Application Guidelines for Overseas International Research Students

(September 2013 Enrollment)

The following outlines Ritsumeikan University's recruiting and application procedwes for 2013
University-Recommended Monbukagakusho lotemational Student Scholarships.

Intemational Research Students are students who do not intend to acquire academic credits or a degree, but
rather intend to conduct research at Ritsumeikan University's professors and receive research guidance from its
professors.

Economics Economics
]V[aster's Few
Doctoral Few

International Relations
Master's Few
Doctoral Few

Policy Science Policy Science
\4aster's Few
Doctoral Few

Sociology Applied Sociology
Master's Few
Doctoral Few

Letters General Humanities
Master's Few
Doctoral Few

Science for Hurnan Services Science for Hurnan Services Ll[aster's Few
Language Edrcation and

Information Science
Language Education and

Information Science
Idaster's Few

Core Ethics and Frontier
Sciences

Core Ethics and Frontier
Sciences

Integrated Doctoral Few

Life Sciences Life Sciences
Ivlaster's Few
Doctoral Few

TechnologyManagement Technology Management
Master's Few
Doctoral Few

* Research Students'scholarship periodwill be determinedby Monbukagakusho.

tr. EligibilitvRequirements
1. Applicants for Master's level programs or the Integrated Doctoral level program in the Graduate

School of Core Ethics and Frontier Sciences, must be nationals of a country that has diplomatic
relations with Japan (Applicants who possess Japanese nationality at the time of application are not
eligible) and meet at least of one of the following conditions:

(1) Persons who have completed a 16-year education program outside ofJapan or who are expected to complete such

a prograrnbefore being enrolled in the graduate school
(2) Persons who have graduated from a Japanese university
(3) Persons who have completed a l5-year education program in a county outside Japan where the bachelor's degree

pro$am is a three-year degree, or who are expected to complete such a program before being enrolled; who have

demonstrated exceptional academic achievement as demonstrated by course grades; and who have received

individual pemrission to apply by Ritsumeikan's graduate schools prior to the application period (* 1)

(4) Persons who have been recognized as having an academic ability equal to or higher than university graduates by

Ritsumeikan University's graduate schools as a rrsult of an individual preliminary screening and who have

rcac11ed.22 years of age or who will reach 22 years of age before being enrolled in the graduate school (*2)

xi Applicants who believe they meet criteria (3), above, must contact the Intemational Center at BKC no later than

tUe aay before the application period begins in order to undergo an individual review to determine whether they

meet the desigrrated academic achievement standard.
*Z Applicants *io b"li"r" they meet criteria (4), above, must contact the lnternational Center at BKC no later than

tn" a.y before the application period begins in order to undergo an individual review to determine whether their

academic ability is equal to or higher than a university graduate.

In addition to the requirements above, applicants must have,the requisite language abilities to

understand course materials attheh desired graduate school



Economics Japanese or English

Intemational Relations Jananese orEnglish

Policy Science Jaoanese or English

Sociolosv Jananese

Letters Japanese

Science for Human Servrces Japanese

Lanflrase Education and Infomration Science Japanese

Core Ethics and Frontier Sciences Japanese

Life Sciences Japanese or Enelish

Technology Management Japanese

2. Applicants for Doctoral level programs must be nationals of a country that has diplomatic relations

with Japan (Applicants who possess Japanese nationality at the time of application are not eligible)

and meet at least of one of the following conditions:
(1) Persons who have been awarded a master's degree or professional degree as defined by Japanese law, ot equivalent

degree.
(2) Persons who have been awarded a degree equivalent to a master's degree or professional degrce, as defined by

Japanese law, abroad or who are expected to be awarded such a degree before being enrolled in the graduate school

(3) Persons who have been engaged in research activities at a university or research institute for at least two years after
graduating from a university or its equivalent and who have been recognized by Ritsumeikan University's graduate

schools as having an academic ability equal to holders of a master's degree (the 1989 Noffication of the Minis0y
of Education, Science, Sports and Culture No.1 18)"

(4) Persons who have been recognizndby Ritsumeikan University's graduate schools as having an academic ability
equal to or higher than holders of a master's degree or professional degree, as defined by Japanese law, as a result
of individual preliminary screening and who have teached24 years of age*

* Applicants who believe they meet criteria (3), above, must contact the Intemational Center at BKC no later than
the day before the application period begins in order to undergo an individual review to determine whether their
academic ability is equal to a master's degree holder.

x Applicants who believe they meet criteria (4), above, must contact the Intemational Center at BKC no later than

the day before the application period begins in order to undergo an indMdual review to detemrine whether their
academic ability is equal to a master's degree orprofessional degree holder.

In addition to the requirements above, applicants must have the requisite language abilities to
understand theircourse materials at desired schooL

Economics Japanese or Enslish
Intemational Relations Jananese or Enelish

Policv Science Japanese or Enslish
Sociolosv Japanese

Letters Japanese

Life Sciences Japanese or Enslish
Technolosv Manasement Jananese or Enslish

Ifyou have any concerns about foreign education equivalence, yourparticular degree, or calculation ofyears
of schooling in the descriptions above please contact the Intemational Center at BKC no later than the day
before the application period opens.

Ritsumeikan University lrternational Center at BKC
1-1-1 Noji-Higashi, Kusatsu, Shiga, Japan 525-8577
Phone: +81 (0)77-561-3946 Fax: *81 (0)77-56t-3956

AII applicants cu:rently in school, who have not completed their degrees or studies, must meet the
qualifications above by September 25, 2013 or they will not be granted admission to Ritsumeikan University.
Lntemational Research Students in the Graduate School of Core Ethics and Frontier Sciences who wishto
become regular, degree-seeking students at the conclusion of this research and meet the requirements for
Doctoral research may apply for entry into the S-year doctoral program as a third-year student.



lII. Sereeutue l&thed
Applicants will be screened based on submitted application documents. Foreign language tests, written
exams and interviews may also be conducted if detemrined to be necessary by the desired graduate school.

* This screening will determine admission to Ritsumeikan University's graduate schools only. If applicants

are successful in this initial screening, Ritsumeikan University will recommend them to Monbukagakusho.
Monbukagakusho will make the final detemrination as to whether or not to award the applicant a scholarship,
based on their own, separate screening.

IV. Application Procedures
A. Documents to be submitted. All application documents must be submitted together.

(1) Ritsumeikan University Application Forrn (University-designated Form A)
A) Application for Japanese Govemment (Monbukagakusho:MEXT) Scholarship

(Monbukagakusho- desi guated form)
(3) Application Questionnaire (University-designated fomr)
(4) Field of Study and Study Program (University-designated form)
(5) Letter of Recommendation by the dean, orperson of higher positiou, at the applicant's school or

institution (Must be addressed to the "President of Ritsumeikan University, Japan")
(6) Oriqinal certificate of grades from most recent academic institution attended (Undergraduate or

Graduate degree program)
(1) Original certilicate of graduation or expected graduation from most recent academic institution attended

(Undergraduate or Graduate degree program)
(S) Records from most recent university indicating superior academic achievement with clear indicator of

outstanding performance (e.g. GPA, grades and criteria, or individual rank order)
(9) Summary of thesis written for most recent academic degree awarded
(10) Copy of photo and all infomration pages from applicant's passport (ryplicants in possession of a

passport at the time of application)
(11) Copy of documentation showing objective proof of linguistic ability (e.g. TOEFL@, TOEIC@,

'"Japanese as a Foreign Languagd' score from the Examination for Japanese University Admission for
International Students (EJID, or Japanese Language Proficiency Test)

(t2) Certificate of health (University-designated fomr, or fomr with identical contents)

(13) Three (3) pasqport-qualif photographs, (4.5 cm tall x 3.5 cm wide, front-facing, photos taken within 6
months of application and showing applicant from chest up - name and nationality must be entered on

the reverse)

(14) pDF copyof &H*lJ?ffiaT€€??}WffiK#- (graduates ofuniversities inChina, only) orPDF

copy of #6*fS+*ffi8/&64--F[#*g (students curently enrolled inuniversity in China, only)

2. Important Information Regarding Apptcation.
(0 4]1 submitted documents should be printed in English or Japanese on A4-sized paper by

word-processing softrvare. Documents zubmitted in any other language must have English or

Japanese translations attached'
(2) On all documents, you must enter your name and birth date exactly as it appears on your passport

i:i an application documents must be zubmitted together by express mail to the address listed below and

arrive before the application period ends.

(4) Srb*itt"d do"rr-*tr 
"ot''noib" 

retumed for any reasoo, even if it is deterrnined after the application

that the applicant does not meet the scholarship application eligibility criteria.

(5) Documents such as thesis summaries shouldbe concise summaries of yourthesis contents

iO f it is determined that your application documents contain any deliberate falsifications or forgeries,

you application will not pass the examination

3. Application Period: Monday, November 5, 2012 - Monday, Decemb er 3,2412.

Aiiapplication documents must a:rive during the application period.

Docgments postrnarked by the cut-off date ttrat arrive late will not be accepted.

Applications by email, fax, or walk-in will not be accepted'

4. Application Mailing Address: Please send docurrents by express post (EMS, FedEx, DHL' etc') to:

Ritsumeikao University Intemational Center at BKC



1-1-1 Noji-Higashi, Kusatsu, Shiga, Japan 525-8577
Phone: +8 1 (0)77-56 l-3946 Fax: +8 1 (0)77 -561-3956

V. Notiflcatiog,of results:
Primary Screening: Friday, February 8,2013
Final Notffication of Results: Mid-July, 2013

* Applicants who pass Ritsumeikan University's primry screening will be sent a conditional letter of
acceptance to the address on their application fonn. Ritsumeikan Universrry will also recommend their
ap,plications to Monbukagakusho at the same time.

* Ritsumeikan University-recommended apphcants who pass Monbukagakusho's final scree,uing will be
infonned of their results and receive a final notification of acceptance from Ritsumeikan University by
mail.

* Applicants who do not pass Monbukaeakusho's final screenins will be informed of their results. but will
not be accepted for studies-at Ritsumeikan Universitv.

* Waitlisted candidates from Ritsumeikan University's primary screening willbe notified of their status as

well. If substitute candidates are required an appropriate number will be selected from the waitlisted
candidates and informed separately, by the date qpecified on the waitlist notification

VI. AdmissionsProcedures
(Successful applicants will be given detailed instructions once their results have been determined.)

VII. Monbukasakusho Scholarships for International Sudents Svstem
(1) This entance examination will be conducted in accordance with the 2013 Monbukagakusho Scholarship

Application Guidelines for University-recommended Overseas Intemational Students, to be released in
approximately November 2012. Successful applicants will be recommended by Ritsumeikan University to
Monbukagakusho for scholarship awards.

@ For details on Monbukagakusho Intemational Student Scholarships, please see the Monbukagakusho
homepage.

(3) Intemational Research Students who wish to become regular, degree-seeking students mustmeet the
standards for entrance into the degree-seeking progam and display superior academic achievement as
indicated by grades achieved in order to pass Monbukagakusho's skict evaluation to extend their
scholarship to cover their degree-seeking program. Even if applicants meet the requirements for entry,
there is no guarantee that they will be permitted to progress from lntemational Research Students to
degree-seeking students.
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